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| Delivered ina: * Jeinijas: 0h F 


on theXXV. day of December, 
Anno Domini 16 5 [4 


BY 


gJonn Hiewa wn ' Miſter f God " 


AuGuSTTIN SERM.115. de temp... - 
Quid rependam Domino - pro. omnibus quz rribuit miki? 
Primo. nihil eram '& Feeit me z/ perieram ,- 
me;. quzrens, Inyeiiit me; . inventam , Redemit. me; 
E redemptum, Liberavit me ; de hoſte, fecit Servant; we - 
» ſervo, Fratrem; d fratre, co- Hzredem. 


2 Word , at Capell # Surrey. 


GALAT.4. v.4,5. 


E when the 2 ode nts of tj1e Was come, God: ſont.! dei 
made of 4 Wwom, ' miade reg Low 10% 
them that were nnder the Law, thay-we 
the adoption 'of  Sonnes. 
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TO THE 


V Vorſhipfull George Evelyn, of 
Wotton, in the County of Surry, | 
Eſquire ; The Authour of this 


Sermon wiſherh increaſe of 
Grace (the beginning of Glo- 
ry) here, and fruition of 
Glory (the perfection of 
Grace) hereafter. 


SIR, [| 
Ez R=> Ou cannot (1 am confident ) It 
Dro but admire that ſo rwor- 
AN thy an inſtrument in the 

VS, Church of God as my ſelfe, 
SIS2L ſhould adventure to publiſh 
ſo mean a peece to the world, in ſuch an age as 
this : Wherein, the workes of the greateſt 
Schollers, can hardly eſcape the cenſures of 
carping Criticks. The thoughts bereof (1 | 
muſt confeſſe) would have diſcouraged mee, | 
bad I not hope, that a peere of naked truth, 
might finde acceptance among the friends of 
a 3 truth 


a Mark 1.24. 


The Epiſtle 


ruth when I jee ſo many idle pamphlets (the 
es of diſtempered braines) not my puliſh- 
ed. but hizhly applauded by thoſe, who (Athent- 
in like) prefer guitded wyelty before old,” and 
ſolld verity. 

It is a plain Sermon, preached t9 a plaine Au- 
ditorie, the 999 mattcr whereof is Chriſts 
Birth, and (therein) a Chriſtians benefit ; 
a P ſubjet for this age wherein wee (ive, in 
which ſome (eſpecially, in the beight of our ſ d 
diſtractions, when mens tongucs were laWleſſe:) 

did net only too lightly fet by, but alſo blu þbe: 
mouſly rev: ile the Saviour of Mankinde, ac- 
counting the birth of Chriſt no better then ſþu- 
VIOS ; and a Chriſtians benefit thereby , no 
greater then by the birth of a Doz. Good God 
what deſperate expreſsions are theſe ? ſuch in- 
deed as ſurpaſſe my kill to match Pa with 
a fit epithite. Should T ſay Divilliſh, 1 fear 1 


ſhould wrong the Divill, who (I am almoſt per- 


ſwaded) would tremble to utter them. This I 
am ſure of , we have a more Chriſtian like con- 


feſSion then ſo taken from bis own mouth * 1 
know thee who thou art, the holy one 


of God. Others there are who ſeem 4s willing 
to part With the: memory of bus birth, as they 
have 


Dedicatory. 
have been (which ſome boaſt of to their ſhame ) 
to forget bis Prayer. And amongit thoſe, 
who ſo highly cry up bis birth-day, too few are 
ſeriouſly apprehenſive of the benefit of his 
birth, or expreſſe that joy (eſpecially in their 
lives) Which becomes the ſenſe of ſo great a 
MCrCy. 

I have done my endeavour therefore (accors 
ding to that talent which God hath given me) 
to indicate the honour of Chriſt my Saviour, 
and to work in Chriſtians a higher eſteem both 
of his Birth and Benefits. And this ( ſuch as it 
#5) I humbly dedicate to your Worſhip, beſeech- 
ing you to accept of it as a reall expreſSion of g 
thankfull beart , for all your undeſerved fa- 
mvours : Amongit which, I cannot but grate- 
fully mention that annuall benevolence vouchs 
ſafed, firſt of all, by-your religious Father (now 
in Heaven) towards my education, and con- 
tinued ever ſince by your morthy ſelf, as an in- 
couragement to my ſtudies. Moſt of thoſe wh9 
know me, know alſo my engagements to your 
Worſhip : And very ungratefull were I, if 
(whiles 1 remember them to others ) T ſhould 
forget them to your ſelf. 

The Authour 41 the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 


tell; 
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The Epiſtle, &c. | 
tells us of * Abel, that being dead, hee 


yet ſpeaks ; and beleeve ic Sir ; it was a 
chief motive that put me upon this bold adven- 
ture, to publiſh theſe my poor labours under 
your worſhips patronage, that they might ſþeak 
my thankfull acknowledgment of your bounty 
to the world, when I my ſelf ſhall want breath 
to expreſſe it. For my part I muſt for ever 
deſpair to make you any other requitall ; which 
T look upon to be as far beyond my ability, as 
Jour favours are above my deſerts. I muſt 
therefore learve that to him who is able to revs 
der them ſerven fold into your boſome ; which is 
the hearty defire of bim zoho is 


A dayly Supplicant at the throne 
of Grace for the continuall 
happineſle both of you 

and yours, 


Jonn HiGHnam. 


CHEAT S-Byrth, 
THE 
CunrisTiaxs-Benefir. 
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This is the day which the Lord hath made, 
IFee will Rejoyce and bee Glad m tt. 


— — ——— — 


. 7 HIS Palme was penned by D.1- 
| 4d ; and, fo farre as it concernes 
Davia: perſon, it hath relation 
(as *tis concetv'd by learned and 
orthodox Expoſiters ) to his tull 
eſtabliſhment in his Throne . af- 
ter the death of Sax/, and of his 
| fonne /aboſhech. I lay full Eſta- 
bliſhment ; for wee may reade him there annoic:ted., be 
fore wee {ball finde him compleatly ſetled. 

Firſt, by Sams, immediatly upon Sag!'s rejection * , 
Then Samuel rooke the horne of Oyle, and annoynted him in 
the midſt of his Brethren, After which , having by his un- 
daunred valour , and reſpeRtfull demeanor , wonne 
himſeife into the Peoples afteRions , in ſo much that the 
women , in their Songs, began now to detrat from 

A Saul's 


1154.16.13, 


es eee — 


\ AN, J1.2 


T0. >. 
( briſts-Byrth, 
ara worth, and to extoll David farre above him - 
kercupon Sag! ' ( who ſeemed bet orc toaffe him well 
enough, i hi (elf carried tne name & credit of Con- 
queror) env! -$ his dete -rved pratfe, fearing no lefle then 


v 

tht David will it 2p' ant him, * And. the Women An] wered 
one another as they play: L 4 & [ ia; Sawul hath ſlain his 
thou linds, and David bis ten theuſands. Ard Saul was 
very wrnth, as; { th cying Fel {Pleaſe d him + and 4nd he {aid, 
hey have aſcribed t:3ta David ten thouſands, and to mee 
they have aſcrived but theuſands, ard that can hee have 
mort but tbe Kingdome ? And Saul eyed David from that 
AY 4 $17 vs 5. e, Calt an evill Cye pon him ; erdea- 
voring from that time till the day of his death, both tx 
Policie ard by Power, to deprivc him of his life : who 
etherwile ( as ice c ncetived ) would deprive |! him of his 
Kingdome. 

Burt that God who ſent Samaelto annoynt him, js a!- 
waics pretent to protect and defend him, hee cizeres D.r- 
v44's mnocency, defeats $Saxls Policie, enfecb'-s his Po- 
wer ; and if yce remove your eyes but to the laſt Chap- 
ter of that booke, yer ſhall finde him, by the juſt hand of 
Gog,cnlnarcd in ſuch a trap a5 hc: had ſer forthe other. 
In divers Chapters together you may tce Saul hotly pure 
ſuing David; at laſt you may behold him ſo hotly pur- 

lned by ePhiliſtims, that, deſpayring of an eſcape. hee 
mbrues his hands in his owne Blood, to prevent { as we 


* may conceive} a more diſhonoradle death *, 


And the Philiſtines fellawed 5:74 won Saul, and PII 
bis Semnes, axd the Phuliſtines flew Jonathan za Abing- 
aid, end Mackiſhua, Saul's Sornes, and the B.ittell went 
(or t againſt Saul. and the ArroVWwes hit him, 1nd hee Wa: 
fore wounded of the Archers, Then ſaid Saul unto h's Ar- 
monr bearer ; Draw thy SWverd, and thruſt me thorew 
therewnh, leſt theſe ancircamciſed come and thruſt mee 
thorow and abuſe mee ; But his Armony bearer Would not, 


for he w35 ſors afraid ; therefore Saul took a Sward and fell 


#901 It, 


Thus 
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Thus Sa2/ being dead, Da"'is i annoynted 4 ſecomd time , . c,,, , 
PUT 16 15 « nly over { uda\ - the other Tribes profeſiins - wy 3& 9. | 
Allegiatce t& 1/5/9/pcrh, vhoin Avery © the Captain of 
Sarl's Holt j aclaimed King wu tis Fathers ſtead, which 
was the occaſion of a bloody Warre hetweene David 
and te i le Ty Saul* ; Bur {x 1cn7ih Aber , aung fi Team 
C1ikaii; . PLOVES wu lioyall, (end. It {1 NBCTs nero CE 1 ITey- LET PF. Þ. 
to make his Peace, 2nd loone after comes himſcifein as 
David ". The news hereof breedes great perplexitic in 
the thoughes vf 1/pboſkerh , and 2 greater diſtration a- 
monegſt his Subjedts ; bigh tire they thiuke it ts for them 
now to provide each one for his fatety - Among the relt, 
two of his Captaines, Banah and Rechab corifult rogether 
co take off their yew Kiaps head , and having fo done . 
they carry it to David for a Preſent ' ; when thry came to ** 
his Houſe hee lay on his Bead, and they ſmotchim and 
aw him, and tooke off his head, and brouzht it unto 
D.:-id to Hebron, and faid to the King. Behold the Head 
*flih»o ſherh the Sorne of "Saul th1s7; Enemy Which ſomght 
thy Life, &c. You may ee their reward in the verles I 
following *. - 

Datid now is annoynted the third time ', ard wheres 1 cas, 5, ;. 
As before his Government was confined to 7:d4b only, 
now it extends it ſelfe to 1/rael allo , from Dan ever to 
Beeriheba ; Hee is now eltabliſhed in his Throne by an 
univerſall Conſenr , immediatly whereupon hee overs 
threw the Philiſtines with a great (laug ohrer : : Who con- 
ceived that a fit oportunity ( while the Jewes were re- 
joycing and making merry for their new King ) to ſub. 
due them, and make them Tributary to themſelves ; D.z- 

14 having at length obtayned ſome reſpit, by the death 
of thoſe two his implacable Enemies, and by this new vi- 
Rory over the Philifines, beginnes now to refleRt on 
thoſe ſeverall paſſages of Gods providence, of which hee 
had ſuch araple experience, during the time of his trou- 
bles. Hee calts up his apparent dangers, and Gods graci- 
ous deliverances ; and finding the totall ſumme to a- 

A 2 mount 
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NOUN very high ; Hee calls an Aſſembly, and g'ves God 
the glory of his Salvation, in the words of this Plalme. 


a 


And this vy 25 the occaſion of the Plalme, as it corcernes 
Dawds Perlon, 

ut this Plalme lookes farther then David, even to 7e- 
[us Chriſt, the Sonne of David. This reference is clee 


red by the bv ords of the two and = = twentith ver- 


ſes. 1 The $ [OXFC whi ich th 'e Bui acrs (ed is become the 
head Store of thr Corner. This t« the fl) An; 7, and it 1; 
maruoilexs in our eyer- Which words anlwere to none, 


or at lealt to none ſo cxaAly as they doe to Chit. To 
kim /aiah applies them Prophertically '. This /2ith the 
Lora, Behold [ lay in Sion for a foundation a Stone, a tryed 
Stone, a preciors corner Stone, a ſure Foundation. Peter ap- 


plies them mo! —_— pointing as it were at him with his 


9. S*, B, jr 10WF12 Hnto Jo 4 {,and to all the People of Iſ- 
raelthat by t/ * :ame of Telus Chrilt of Nazareth whom yee 


Cr; fed. whom Go lray/ 'ed up from the Deaa; even by him 
doth this man ſtand b fore you whole. This was the Stone 
which was {ct at nought by you Builders,which is become 
the head of the Corner. Laſtly. Chriſt himſelfe applies them 
to himſ{clfe,cven in ſo many words".and that moſt divine- 
y : 7eſrs ſaith unto them, Ds, {ye never read im the Scrip- 
turts, the Stone Which the Builders reſuſed 18 become the 
| Lead of the C0? 14 1s 14 th E Lo; as " ng A "att H 1 AYe 
v'cilors in our Eyes, Word for word anſwering to that in 
this avant > _—_ it __ Py that David 


( Ce ſt ; who anter to one anoth: r as EXaCtiy as the be- 
re mentioned places, or as ina Glaſle face anlwereth 
$0 face. 

[ Type ] D.vid (yon have heard) was annoynted 
three feverall times. Firlt by Samuel; Secondly, by 
the men of 7 {1141 h : Thirdly, by the Elders of Tſrael. 
{ Anticype ] His three annoyntings very fitly rclemble 
Chr: ſt: annoynting to his three fold Olhce, (2x. ) K ing- 
ly, Prieſt! , and Prophericall. {_ Type] No ſooncr(almolt 

is 


The Chriſtians Benefit. 
is David 3nnoynted, but his life is purſued. | Antitype ] 
No ſooner is the byreh of this King, (viz.) Chriſt, Gi- 
vulged, bur preſently his deſtruRion is plotted. [ Type _ 
Sarl feares David will ſupplant him. | A-t:rype ] He- 
rod fcares Chriſt will ſupplant him % When Jeius Vas 
borne in Perhlehem of  Judea, in act oi of Herod r/ 
K 12g, Behold there came Wiſe men from the Eaſt to Jein _ 
ſalem, /azing, Where #5 hee th Ut bb ne Kin $9 "the Few. 
For wee hove ſeene his Starre in the Eaſt, and are come to 
Worſ 'P him. When Herod the K mg h 4d hes rd theſe _ 
hee was troutl:d, | Type | Saul dying, leaves an 1 Dbe- 
farth to lucceede him , one that loves David as little 25 
himfelfe. [| Aztirype }] Herod dying, leaves an Archelamu 
behinde him, an Heire (as oſeph feares) to his Fathers 
malice, as well as to his Crowne”; When hee heard that 
Archelaus did reigne ia Judea 5" the reome of his Father 
Herod, hee was afraid to gee thither. [Type] Dat id(af- 
ter the le) had Philiſtines ro encounter with, [ Antitype] 
So Ch-iſt (after thele) hath Scribes , Phareſies and Sadu- 
ces to deale with ; who all combined together to ruine 
him. | Type } David (notwithſtanding all theſe) is pre- 
ſerved, his En mics are vanquithed, and his Throne is e- 
ſtabliſhed. [ Azntirype ] Chriſt (mavgre all thele) did 
doth, and ſhill Reigae cill che worke of our Redempri- 
on be compleated, till the number of Gods elect bee ac- 
compliſhed, till all thoſe other Sheepe, which are not yer 
of Chriſt: Fold, bee brought in and made, wich the reſt, 


to become one Sheep fold under one Sheep heard *, till q 


enmitic bee ſubdued, and all his Foes are m:de his Foot- 
ſtoole ; which done, hee (hall then reſigne up the _ 
dome to his Father, from whom hee firſt received "1 
Then commiath the ed, When Lee fo. ll have dil;vered -- 
the Kingaome to Goa, even the Fatger, Wher: hee ſhall have 
put downe all rule, and; ll Anthority and Power ; for hee 
uſt Reigne till bee have prt all Enemies #1:der his Fence. 
[ Type ] Theday of Davids Euthroning had a matke of 
eminency upon it. This 5s the day, &c. | Antitype] So 
3 hal 
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p Mat. 2. 22, 
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had Chriſts Byrth day too ©; Yowr father Abraham rejoy- 
ced to (ee my Day, hee ſaw it and Was glad, Hee ſaw it 
not with his bodily Eyes; for it was neere upon two 
thouſand yeeres af:er the Promile was made to A4v742him, 
before the dawning of this day appeared ; ther: fore hee 
ſaw it only with the Eye of his Faith, and chis fight rc joy- 
ced his heart excceaiiiply, 

Related it was by an Angell of God to the Shepherds, 
for a pcece of the beſt newes that ever ſounded in the 
eres of man it is ſaid, © that while the Shepheards were 
abiding in the Fields , and keeping watch over their 
Flockes by night ; the Angell of the Lord came upon 
them, and the glory of the Lord Shined round about 
thim , in ſo much that they were fore afraid. And 
the Angell laid nato them, Fear not, for behold, 1 bring 
Jo good tidings of great joy Which foall bee to all people; 
for unto you 18 borne this day inthe City of David a Sa. 
viour, Which 85 Criſt the Lord. A day Solemnized by 
a whole quire of Angels Singing gloriam in excelſs;. 
Glory bee to God on high, on carth peace, good will 
towards men. And if thoſe bleſſed Spirits did celebrate 
his Birth day with ſuch a mellodious noiſe, and raviſh- 
ins harmotiy who receaved no benefit at all thereby ; 
How inexpreſſably precious then ſhould the memory 
thereof bee to us? Sith it was for us men, and for our 
Salvation that he came down from Heaven, and was 
incarnate by the Holy Ghoſt of the Virgin ary. Let 
us alwayes preferre this in cur mirth; and now, with one 
accord in the words of David here in the Text cxpreſie 
our ſenſe of ſo precious a mercy : This is the day which 
the Lord hath made : Wee will rejojce, and bee Glad 
5 8f. 

The words (not to trouble you with any curious 
Diviſion of art) fall naturally into the two chiefe parts 
of a Sermon according to our Country method : 24x. 
the Doftrine and the uſe, The Dodtrine yee have in 
theſe words : This z the day which the Lord hath made 

the 


al "ns 
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the uſe in theſe. 1re will rcjoyce and bee plad in it, 
In the proſecution of both theſe I ſhall uſe as much 
brevity, as ſuch a SubjeRt will poſſibly admite of, the 
rather becauſe I have bcen longer then ordinary in the 
preface or introduction on which indeed lies the ſtrength 
of all that which followes, as the building on the four- 
dation. So thar this being the nzo1c! firm the other will 
bee the more unqueſtionable, I ſhall beginne with 
that which lies firſt in order : viz The DoQrine, This 
& the day which the Lord hath maar. 
This, the day which the Lord *made > Why > Did 
not God make all dayes as well as this : Or why is God 
fayd to make this day eſpecially > A»/. Firlt, Without 
all peradventure God made all dayes as well as this 
day; " The day is thine, the Night alſo is thine, thaw haſt # P/2!, 74 16, 
prepared the Light, and the Sunn. Where we have both 
the cxj1, and the ex qua ; or rather, the efficient, and 
formall cauſe of the day. If any be {+ weak as to. move 
ſuch a Queſtion, Whoſe is the day ? or, v/ho made the 
day? there hee hath an Anſwer, Ic is thine, 7. e. the day 
challengeth God for its author. If any defite further 
information : and to know what 1s the eſſe formale of 
the day ? Or what is that which pives, being to the day ? 
David gives him to underſtand it in the following words 
the Light and the Sunn. firſt the Light. 
This was the firſt peece of the Creation. The firit 
word that the eternall word ſpake was Fiat Lax let 
there bee Light ” and it was fo. For Dei adicere eff fa- v Gn 1.3, 
cere both in that, & in all the other parcells of his Work. _ 
manſhip. * Hee did but Command 1:4 they Were created, * £14 «148.5.6 
Before this was form:d there Was nothing but darkneſs _ 
over the face of the Dep.” This Light was that which ? _ A 
made the day * Hee divided the Light from the Darkpeſſe, Cs 
aud called the Light day, ad the Darkneſſe Night, 
Secondly, The Sunn, Hz:c prepared the Light and the 
ſunn, After three dayes (3s the Hiſtory informeth us) 
hee gathered this Light info certaine bodies, which hee 
contututed 
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conſtituted and appointed ſubordinate Governours of 
the Day and Night * The Smwunn to rule the Day, and the 
Moon ana the Starrs to poverne the Night ; as allo to 
diltinguith day and night times and ſealons &c, * Let 
there bee Lights in the firmament of Heaven to ſeperate 
the Day from the Night, and let them bee for ſignes, and 
for ſeaſons, for dayes and for yeers. The Plalmilt © rels us 
of a race which the Sunne continhally runns, 7» them 
hee hath [et a Tabernacle for the Sunn, which cometh 
forth as a Bridegroome ont of his Chamber, and rejoyceth as 
a Gyant to runn bis race, His going out 1s from the 
cnd of the Heaven : and his compaſſe is unto the end 
of the Same. So then the Sunns race is that Circuit or 
compaiſle which hee fercheth about the earth : going 
from Ealit to Weſt in our Horizon : and from thence 
to Exiſt againe under the earth out of our ſight. Vulpac 
Capacics look on this 3s a peece of petty Hereſy : be- 
cauſe they cannct conceave, how the Suan can have paſ- 
ſageunder them, But this opinion wants not authority 
to back it either in humane Authors or in Divine writ. 

The firlt whereof tels us that terra & aqua wnum 
efficiunt Globum,the earth & water make one Globe, and 
that there is nothirg more exatly round then * this, 
There are indeed many mountanous and hilly places 
1n it : butthele are as nothing compared with the great- 
neſle of the Earth, and hinder this proportion noe more 
then the leaſt plviu/culws or ſpeck of Dult, ſticking on 
a Ball or Glob, hinders the roundneſle of it. 

Secondly, Scripture tels us * that God ſtrecheth ont 
the North over the empty place and hangeth the Earth up« 
on nothing. la ſome places indeed it makes mcntion 
of foundations. but where theſe are, no man'caa tell, 
If any ſhould take upon him ſo much skill as to bee able 
ro refolve this Quettion ; hee mult pardon mee if I 
want faith to believe him ; Sceing I have a better ground 
ro prove his Ignorance therein, then hee hath or can 
have, to make g90d to mce what hee in this matter pre- 

tend 
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tends, to know ;«my ground is, that God hath locked 
this up inter arcana smperi amongſt thoſe ſecrets which 
many, more out of v2in curioſity then follid wiſ.!/ome 
ſearth after , but Shall not be able to comprehend. _ _ 
Thus Saith the Lerd if Heaven above can be meeſured, * * 3 "3 
and the foundations of the Earth ſearch:d out beneath ; 

I'will alſo caſt off all the ſeed of 1/ ell, for all that they have 

done ſaith the Lord: And now having by thefe Authorities 

cleered unto you the Sunns paſſage ; Wee may ealily 

perceive ehe caule, of the Day, and Night ; for the Earth 

being round, one half of it only can behold che Sunn, at 

one time; and in that halfe *tis Day; on the oth'e the 

Sunn then” Shincs not, and there 'ris Night. Well then 

It is cl:er ſrom that place of Dav44s Plalms where hee 

tells us of the efficient, and formal cauſes of the Day 

that hee calls not this Day of Gods making in the Text, 

as if hee made this and none elſe. 

Therefore, Secondly, Wee muſt conceive , hee calls 
this the day which the Lord hath made Kz7:fz1v by way 
of eminency, becauſe God upon this Day confirmed 
and eſtabliſhed him in his Kingdome : which (compared 
to thoſe dayes interveining this and his firſt anointing) 
deſerves indeed to bee called a day of Gods making in 
an eſpeciall manner. During that ſpace of time hee was 
chaſed by his Enemies, like a Hatt before a kennel of 
Hounds, or (to uſe his owne words, * /ke a Partridge 5' 54/25 20, 
1 the mountaines. 

Which therefore may rather be called ſo many Nights 
then dayes : according to that phraiſe of his; * Heavineſſe 
may enaure for a night : but joy cometh in the morning. 
All that time was a time of heavineſle, then *cwas night 
with David, God at length raiſeth up his Drooping 
Spirits, and turn's his mourning into joy : and now *c's 
morning or day with him. This #s the day Which the 
Lord hath made. And thus.I have done with the words, 
as they concerne Davsd : and come to ſpeak of them 
as they relate to Chrilt, 
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This is the day Which the Lord hath made. (5.e. ) the 
day of Chriſts coming into the world, of which that of 
Davids eſtabliſhment was a tipe, as a learned Writer 
ſpeakes expreſlely '; and thoſe expoſitors which ſpeake 
leaſt, ſpeake enough to warrant the application of theſe 
words to this day. 

And well may it bee affirmed of this day; for now 
cane that light of Lights into the world, to enlighten 
thoſe, who before ſate in darknefle and in the ſhadow 
of death, 7ohr, the forerunner of Chrilt, was indeed 
a lizht : but no more comparable to this ligh t which 
came after him, then is the dawning to the cleerelt noon 
day : * Hee came for a witneſſe, to beare witne(ſe of the 
Light, that all men Through him might beleeve. Hee 
was not that light, but was Sent to beare witneſſe of the 
Light. That was the true Light which lyhtneth every 
one that commeth into the World. 

Before God created the Light, there was nothing but 
darkeneſle. And what elſe was there before this Lizhe 
was exhibited, eſpecially among us Gentils, but a black 
thick darkneſſe,thicker farre then that of Afgypr , * which 
might bee fele> The Light Shined in darkneſſe, and the 
darkne(ſe comprehended it not ©; yea, all mankind, both fews 
aud Gentils, ſate in darkeneſſe © (either of Sin or igno- 
rance) walked in darkeneſſe; * had fellowſbip with the un« 
fruitfull Workes of darkeneſſe; * yea, was even darkeneſle 
it ſelf. * And what other portion could it expe in this 
darke condition, but to be caſt at length into utter dark. 
neſſe; * even that blackneſſe of darkeneſſe for ever. ' God in 
the beginning, when hee had made a ſeparation between 
tight and darknefle,called the darknefle night; what fatter 
name then for all that darke time, then a long night? 

Indeed, Chriſt (who is ſo often in Scripture called 
Light) was heard of neer four thouſand yeers before, 
even ſo ſoon as «Adam, by cating the forbidden fruit, 
had extinguiſhed that light wherein hee was firſt cre- 
ated: * but this was but 5» promsſſo,in the promiſe only:the 

Seed 
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Seed of the Woman ſhall break the Serpents head. Hee was 
ſeen in the time of the Law;but it was only i 9b/crers, 
darkly,by the dim candle. light,as I may ſay,of Types and 
Figures. Balam tells Balack news of a Star;but it wasa far 
off,not ncer : I * fall ſee him, but not row; T1 hall behold mee TON 
him, but uot neer : there ſhall come a Star of Jocob,cS 2 * 
Sceprer ſhall riſe of Iſrael. This Prophecie ſome apply to 

David, who was indeed a worthy Star in that age of the 

Church wherein he lived, caſting forth a light of Truth & 
Godlinefle. But others, (& that more fciy)of Chrilt, who 

he fore ſaw, by the Spirit of Prophecy, (hould come of 

that People. He was The Star of Jacob : The day Star : 

{0 Peter calls him *, T he brigh mornn? Star : lo he [tt- Y 2 Pe ($534 


ſerh himſelf*, The Sun of Righteouſneſſe ; fo Malachy?, ve 
Now : now it was that the day dawned ; that the day * <p 
V MIA <1 38 


Star appeared ; that the Sun of Righteouſnelle did ariſe 
with healing in his wings, It is the light, ye have heard, 
that gives being to the day : God called the linht day *, * Gtr.:,7 
Well then, may wee call this a day (and no ordmary day 

neither) when ſuch a light as this ſhined ; no falſe one, 

or ignt faturs ; but, a true Light *: Nor ordinary light, a : / bx g, 
but, The Light of life*, The s the Day which the Lord > ©14.8.12, 
hath made. 

A Day that deſerves a charaQter of eminency, for the 
news which it brought with ir. Strange news, true news, 
200d news : Strange news ; news of a [trange Birth and 
Humiliation : A Virgin ſhall conceive and bear a Son, and 
ſhall call his name Immanuel ; ſo 1/aiah Propheſied®, pre 
fixing an ecce admirantts, behold : miranda canam, 1 tell 
yee the ſtrangeſt news that ever you heard; a ſtrange 
Prophecie indeed it was; & this day fulfilled it. The Evan- 
geliſt St.CMarthew,relating the manner of our Saviours 
Birth,faith it was on this wiſe © 3/ben Mary hes Mother was 4 Mat.1 18, 
eſpouſed to Joleph( before they came together) ſhe Was found 
With Child,and that Joleph knew her not till ſhe had brought 
forth hey firſt born Son* : And yet his birth was not 7 e verſ 25, 


ri0us, as ſome(whoſe tongues might deſervedly rot _ 
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of theic monthes) moſt blaſphemouſly ſuggeſt. She was 
with Child (faith the text )by the Holy Gheſt.If any (more 
nice then wiſe) deſire to know further, how this could 
be ? let him lend his care to the Angel,unfolding the ſame 
to the Virgin CAary her elf ; when he firlt told her the 
ewe, how highly ſhe was in Gods favour , and that ſhe 
{h ,uld concerve in her Womb, and bring forth a Son, and 
call his nam: eſs ; and, that God would give him the 
T hrene of his Father Dav 9 Þ T hat he ſhould raign over the 
Hewſe of Jacob for ever : And of his K ingdome there ſhuld 
be no «nd. She preſently (not able to apprehend how 
ſuch a ſreming impoſſibility could be effeRed)demands of 
the Angell how this ſhould be ſeeing ſhe knew nit a man? 
He tels her in anſwer to h r quc [ton, That the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhould come npon her, and the power of the hagheſt ſhould 
over- ſhado\ve ber ; - ſignifying hereby (as 2 judicious ex- 
poſitor hath it on theſe words) * This miſtery cannot be 
ſeen cleerly, ond therefore oughh rot to be examined cnri- 
enſly. A Mother, and yet a Virgin ; a Virgin and yet a 
Mother. 

Virgo fuit partum poſt, in, & ante ſuum : 2 perpetual! 
Virgin b«fore, in, and after his Birth : a {trange Birth in- 
deed, And was it not a'together as ſtranpe, that God 
ſhou'd be in the womb, and that the Creature ſhould 
bring forth the Creator : His name ſhall be called Imma- 

_ Which (being interpreted) is, God with * us. Tria 
pera ſeu tres mixturas fecit omnipotens illa Majeſtas in 
þ/ «mPptione neftre carnis, ita fiagulariter mirabilia & mis 
rabilitey ſingularia, ut talia nec fatta ſunt nec facienda 
on ſuper terram C0: yuntt, tſunt Deus & homo, Mas 

r & Virgo fides & cur ' hominum. Three works or 
mixtures bath that Almighty Majeſty made, in the affu- 
ming of our fleſh, ſo ſingularly wonderfull, and ſo won- 
derfully ſinguiar, that ſuch things have not been, neither 
(hall ever be done on carth again : Conjoyned God and 
Man in one Perſon ; one woman is both the Mother of a 
Child, and a Virgin; and faith and mens. hearts are 


joyned 
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Joyned together. 1/aiah that Prophecied of this ſtrange 


— 
—_— _— - ao bones + > — a det « A. 
” *, 


7 


Birth, Prophecies of a name ſuitable to it : * His name & 1/ay 9 6. 


ſoall be called Wonderfull, We read of many wonderfull 
things in the-Scriptures, but none of them like to this. 
{iprian meditating on this, looks on the reſt, compared 
ereto, as things not to be aimired at. His words are 
theſe : Non mirabor amplius ſtrufluram mnunai, non Lune 
24ces, non temporum viciſſitudines aut Setlis curſum, [ed 
Dominum in utero emnipotentem in caris. IT will 
no more marvell at the Fabrick of the world, the 
changes of the Moon, nor the revolution of Seaſons, 
or the courſe of the Sunne; but I will wonder ar 
the Lord in the womb, and at the Almighty in Swadlirg 
Clouts, 
So wonderfull it was, that the Jew wants faith to be- 
lieve it ; yea, rejects it as ridiculous ; and yet notwith- 
ſtanding, he embraceth that for a piece of undoubred 


truth which hath as much of ſeeming improbability in ir as ! 


Vamb.:7, 


this, v1z. the budding, bloſſoming ,ard fruit-bearing of Aa- 8.ve. /. 


rons Red", which was indecd a type of this, Parier Aaronis 


Virga fine ſemine, & non pariet Virgo ſine ſemine ? aut ® Auguln, 
L b 3.4e 3 y 93 
bot CAL 4. 


utrumg, negate aut utrumg, concedite, c." If Azrons Rod 
could bring forth fruit without feed, Why not a Virgin ? 
either believe both or rejc& both: Let the ur believing 
Jews ſhew me how that conld be, and I will reſolve him 
in this : Ke cannot doe that for me, nor 1 this for him. 
The Jew believes that, although he cannot ſound the 
Cepth of it : And why ſhould not a Chriſtian firmly 
believe this in his heart, although he cannot cxprefle ic 
with his tongue, 

Secondly, A ſtrange Humiliation, that he that was 
God, coequall, coeſſentiall, and coeternall with his Fa- 
ther; ſhould come down from Heaven to take upon him 
the Nature of man ; yea, and the infirmitics of mans na- 
ture (ſinfull ones only excepted) divers expreſſions 
whereof we finde recorded upon ſundry occaſions - 
was that living bread Which came down from Heaven * 1 
B 3 and 
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o Mat 4.t. and yet we finde him hungry * : A fountain of ling WA. 
£4 * rey; and yet thirſty* : The way *; and yet weary ' : The 
| oy | 
q Joh 14,6. ruth; and yet contraaitted by ſinners : The life ; and yet 
r Cap 4 6. he ſuffered death. 
L Heb 12 3+ A ltrange Humiliation ; that he that was Rex Regum, 
Dominus Dominantium, King of Kings, and Lord of 
t Philip 7. Lords, (hould make himlelfe of no reputation *; that he 
uDan79. that was the ancient of dayes*, ſhould vouchſafe to be. 
| came a child ; the child,not of ſome mighty Monarch, but 
lf of ſuch meane Parents as fo/eph and CAary.Is not this the 
w Mat. 1;;5; Carpenters Sonn ® ?Ic ſeemes that was his Fathers profeſ. 
 fion, which (wee know) is none of the richeſt, nor hee 
the richelt of that profeſſion ; This I conclude from two 
remarkable circumſtances which accompanied his wives 
lying in. The Evangelilt Saint Zake, relating the man. 
ner ſaith, That when the newes of Chris byrth had been 
told to the Sheepheards, by the Angel, they preſently re. 
ſolve to goe to Bethlehem and to fee this thing which is 
come to paſſe ; and they came with haſte , and found 
Mary and 7oſeph ( in no better chamber then a Stable ) 
and this divine Babe, lying (in no ſtatelyer Cradle)then a 
Manger *, and this without queſtion was that roome or 
” Wy houſe where (as Saint CAatthew ſpeaketh)” thoſe Wile- 
y Mat.z. men found him, who (directed by a Starre) came from 
the Eaſt to give this new borne King a Viſite, and to 
preſent him with ſuch choice commoditics as their Coun- 
try afforded, in token of Homage, The former of theſe 
two Evyngeliſts notes one cauſe of it to bee this. Theye 
was no roome for them in the Inne*, and wee may ſafely ad 
7oſephs poverty for another ; for though every roome 
was taken up, yet if Joſeph had beene a man of note 1 
cannot conceive that the Guelts would have been ſo un- 
civill as not to give place upon ſuch a preſſing occaſion: 
The Poets words were then, are now , and will bee al- 
waies true, (w3z.) 
, In precio precium, dat Cenſus honores, 
Cenſns amicitias :; pauper nbique jacet. 
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Zoſeph was a poor man and therefore muſt bee con- 
tented with ſuch accommodations for his Wife as the 
Inn-keeper (without diſplacing better Gueſts) could 
afford him. 
As for Mary his Mother , although (he were of a 
royall Tribe, yet was (hee but a poor diſtreſſed May- 


den, as will eaſily appeare by comparing two Texts of 
Scripture, the one in the Law, the other in the Goſpel : 


In the Law wee read thus. * And when the dayes of her , 


purifying are fulfilled for a Son, or for a Daughter, ſhee 
ſhall bring a Lamb of the firſt yeer for a burnt-Offerins, 
and a young Pidgeon, or a T urtle Dove for a finn- Offering, 
wnto the Door of the Tabernacle of the Congregation, un- 
ro the Prieſt : who ſhall offer it before the Lord, and make 
an atonement for her, and ſhe ſhill be cleanſed from the ifſne 
of her blood, this is the Law, for her that hath borne a male, 
or a femalc : And if ſhe be not able to bring a Lamb, then 
fhee ſhall bring to Turtles, or two young Piageons, the one 
for the barnt-Offering, and the other for a ſunn-Off- ring : 
and the Prieſt ſhall make an atonement for her and ſhee 
ſhall bee cleane. 

In the Goſpel wee read Thus. * And when the dayes 
of her puriſycation according to the LaW of Moſes, were 
accompliſhed, they brought him to feruſalem ro preſent 
him to the Lord ( As it ts Wvritten in the Law of the Lird, e- 
very male that openeth the Womb, ſhall be called holy to the 
Lord) : andtooffer a Sacrifice ; according to that which 
14 ſaid in the Law of the Lord ; a paire of Turtle Doves, 
or two young Piageons. Here is mention made of the Turtle 
Doves and Pidgeons, Sed ub: Agnus ? Where is the 
Lamb ? Anſw. Mary pleades poverty ; therefore the 
Law excuſeth that, and accepts of theſe. 

A {trange humiliation indeed ; and (that which makes 
it yet more ſtrange) hee thus ſtrangely humbled him- 
felfe for our ſakes, who were not only [trangers but e- 
nemics unto him : was not this then a day of ſtrange 
newes? and yet this newes was no more ſtrange then 
true, 
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true, as you have heard ſuficiently proved. 

Laſtly, *Twas 2 day of good news alſo : to you 1: 
born this day in the City of David a Savionr, which 
Chriſt the Lord®. Surcly there are none who know in 
what need mankind ſtood of a Saviour, but wiil fay this 
was joyfull news. The Apoltle St. Pax (hews us briefly 
what our condition was without Chriſt ; *3/e Were w1:+ 
der the Law ; and ſo conſequently, wnder the Carſe ;, as he 
ſpeaks expreſly in the Chapter immediatly foregoing 
that : his words are thele. © As many as are of the works 
of the LaW (i.e, that look for jultification by the works 
of the Law, as thoſe under the Law, whileſt they are un- 
der the Law, have not elſewhere to cxpeft it) are under 
the Curſe : for it 1s written ; Curſed 18 every one that con. 
tinues rot tn all things Written 1n the Law, to do them. We 
ſee here a threefold univerſall obedience required under 
the Law. Firlt univerſall obedience, in reſpect of the per- 
ſons obeying,every one: ThatLGod freely made this proffer 
to accept of the obediznce of ſome few men (upon con- 
Cition it were perfect) for all the reſt ; Where had thoſe 
few been to bee found that could perform it > What 
man is he that liveth, and ſinneth not ? He that ſaith, he 
hath no ſinne, ſufficiently proves himſelf to be a ſinner in 
ſaying ſo : The Scripture hath concluded all under Sinne, 
Let God be true and every man a Lyar, But the Law re- 
quires more then ſo, viz. proprium obeadientiam, proper 
and perſonall obedience ; yea, sbedientiam de proprio ; 
and in this reſpe&t it is called che Lerrer, ® the Letter 
killeth, becauſe it aftords nothing but the litterall com. 
mand, Doe this and Live. It gives no power to perform 
what it commands : neither will it accept of mans ina. 
bility as a ſufficient excuſe for his faylings ; like the 
Egyptian Task- maſters, it requires the full tale of Brick 
without any allowance of ſtraw, diftcring herein from 
the Goſpell, which doth not only ſay, Belirve and thou 
ſaalt be ſaved ; but withall, it puts grace into the heart ; 
it gives faith to believe. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, There is univerſall obedience requires, in re- 
ſpe& of the ſubject or things to be obeyed, All things : 
and how conld vie anſwer this (as the Apolt! © James 
ſpeaks ? ) In many thir 15 we oftcnd all. If wy dutireto 
ſee the naturall mans Anatomy, let him Jock into Sr. 
Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans, where he [hall findean 
exit one: * There 1551352 71 hr: vir, ay hrs e: there 15 
none that unde rſt naeth : tl ore i none that ſeth: "eth 0 ou 
God. They are al gone cnt of the W J 3 they are together 
become unprofitable z « there ts 1.046 that att ) geoa, 1:0 not 086, 
T heir throat us an open Siprilebre ;, with their tongnes they 
ave nſca acceipt ; ihe -_ ou of 1 Þ ts nar t = ru ok : 
Whoſe month ts full 0' Cnr ſing ana vitorue fe. T hetr {4 
are [\vift to ſhed blood : de [trufion and 1m riſery are in their 
WAYS ; and the Way of pe- ce they have not knora t there 
::0 fear o' God before their eJes. Hear aifo what Moſes 
faith of him, for his inlide: ' Every imazization of the 2 
thoughts of his heart Was only evill continua; ly. bſerreits © 
He doth not ſay fome few, but every 1m4ginatn : 

e doth not ſay, they were mixt, partly good and partly 
bad, but only evill, and that nor at ſome time or.ly; but 
continually. So then by this you ſce, that every man in 
the State of nature, is a ſinner , yea, 4 great ſinner and 
a tranſgreſſor of the Law : and 1 may lately add this : 
While he remains ſo, he cannot but finne. Arvitri liver 

tz [emel data eſt homini, ſed quia peccavit voluntas ſeruta 
eſt peccantem peccats habendi neceſſitas. Man had once 
free will given him(yca, & power to0)not to have ſinned: 
but becauſe he ſinned willingly, there followed there- 
up6n,as a punniſhment of his {inne,a neceſſity of ſinning, 

Non neceſ/ttas C0: iftoms ſed conſecutionis : not that man is 
neceſſitated to finnefrom any externall principle. As for 

God he is lo far from compeling any, that he tempts none 

hercco :* Ler no man ſay, when he is tempted, I am temp- k Jam. 1,13, 
red of God ; ſor God cannot be tempted with evill ; neither 

tempteth he , any man. As for Satan, although he can, and 

daily dve tempt all; yet he can — none. Thereis then 


no 
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no compulſory neceſſiry , but the meaning of thoſe 
words are, Sinne is a necellary conſequent of nature cor- 
rupted, which is prone to that which is evill, and averſe 
from any thing truly good: Ye, ſuch is the corruption of 
mars nature, that it takes occaſion to fin from that very 
Law which was given to retrain (tn :' Sine taking cas 
ſpan by re Hat ndement, wrought in me, all manner of 0j 
concrpiſcence. The Apoltle doth nor ſay, The Law gave, 
occaſion ro he but $712 t00ke occafron by the Law, It is 
experimentall truth that a {ick man, the more hce is 
for :4den drinke, the more hee delires it ; and *tis al- 
tozether as true of all thoſe that are fick of this ſpiri- 
tuill diſeaſe ; ea que prohibeatur magis depairantur ; 
They are the more cager alter ſin, becauſe the Law en- 
ovncs the -m not to ſin, 

Laſtly there is required Univerſall cbcdience in re- 
ſet of time, which is unlimited, wee muſt not only 
do0 all that the Law commanded us, but wee mult con. 
tinue in the doing thereof : fo that if the nzturall man 
could kcep the whole Laiv (which yce have heard is a 
thing impoſſible) yet if hee offended bur in one point; 
yca, bur once in all his life time, in that one point ; this 
would undoe all, even as one wrack marrs the ſhip, 
although ſhee ſayled never fo lately before, All this 
being conſidered ; What a ſad dilemma is it the poor 
foul is put to ? either he mult doe all, and continue to do 

all which the .Law rcquires, or elſe hee mult ſuffer for 
i, Alas: ! What can hce doe that hath no power of 
himſclfe, ſo much as to think a g00d thought ? ” true: 
And yet God may jultly rcquire this compleat, this cx» 
at, this continuall obedicnce at ourhands : for in the 
Law hee lookes upon a man iz Stats quo prize ; in that 
eltare and condition, wherein hee firſt created him ; 
then Ged pave him power to performe whatſoever 
hee ſhould commaund him : And not i» ſtu quo 
yuac ; in that eſtate wherein hee now is wholly diſabled : 
bis fall, which was no fault of Gods, but his owne : God 
maae 
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made man upright but he hath ſought out many * inventions. 49 
The penalty followecs, and that is, Curſed : A ſhore *=#*1-7- 29 

word, but very comprehenſive, being an abridgement 

of the greateſi part of the longeſt Chapter in the ol 
Teſtament. * If thru wilt not hearken rnxto the woice Ws 
the Lord thy Ged, 1 ro obſer: ve to dee all his commandements, oy. 

and bis Statutes, Which I command thee this dry; that all 

theſe curſes ſh 11 come upon thee, and overt ihe thee ; cur- 
ſed ſhalt thou bee in the City, and curſed ilt 


A 
- 


ther bee 84 

the Field, curſed ſpall bee thy Basket and thy ſtore, cc. 

In a word, it comprehends under it ail th Ju: (2ements 

whit ch: 2n angry God can inflit upon a rebcllicus peo- 

ple here. in th '5 life, and thoſe eaſeleſſe, 2nd endl: tle, tor- 

rures = H-ll hereafter, where the Worme never dies 

& the F ire ncver goes out : this it is to be under the Law, 

and fo all are without Chrilt, This day broughc 

newes of a Saviour borne, a Saviour, come for this 

very purpoſe into the world, to redeeme thoſe that were _ : 
under the Law. Saint Payl tells you how ? When the © 771 4b 
fulneſſe of time was come, Goa ſunt forth his Soun made 

of a Woman, made under the Law, to redeem them that 

were under the Law, that Wee mizht receve the adoptic 

of Sons made under the Law (that 1s) was made ſubjc to 

the Law, not by nature, but by voluntary abaſement, 

3s hee was a pledge and ſurety itanding in our ſtear, 

repreſenting to God the perſon of all the elect Callfi1- 

ing all righteouſneſle, ſatisfying the Juſtice of God for 
our diſobedience, and freeing us from the curſe by take- 
ing the curſe upon himſelfe; ' the Law did execute all G1... 
that jurisdiFion over him which it had over us. Chriſt Gs 
himſelfe had no firn, neither was there Guile found in his 
month; yer taking our ſins upon him,the Law was no lefle © 1 Pet 2.22, 
cruel againſt this innocent Lamb then it was apainſt us 
curſed and damned finners. This was a day cf olad 
ridings indeed. This *s the day Which the Lord hath 
made. 

Laſtly a day wherein God did highly exalt himſelfe, 

C 2 
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in theſe following attributes. Firſt in his Love expreſſed 
in eſpeciall manner on this day to mankind, God /o Lo- 
ved the World that hee gave his only begotten Sonne, that 
Whoſoever belecverh in him ſhould not periſh, but have e- 
verlaſting Li e'. Here was Great Love ! Free Love! 
Rich Love ! Great Love; Hee fo loved the World ; 
So, Onrſt. How? An. With ſuch a Love asthe Apo= 
{tle Zohn uihe 's 1n with an Ecce. Behold what manner 
of Love the Father hath beſtowed on us, that Wee ſhould 
bee ca lledhe Sonnes of God. Such a Love as may bee ad- 
mired, but cannot bee expreſſed, Secondly, Free Love, 
which appeared in the freeneſle of the gitt ; Hee gave his 
Sonneto us : And indeede what can bee freeer then gift? 
God promiſed him long before, but what elſe was it but 
his free Love that moved him to make this Promiſe ? 
therefore the Promiſe being free ; Why is not the pife 
ſo (as to us) likewiſe? 

Laſtly, his rich Love, which hee manifeſted in the rich- 
neſle of the gift ; had hee enſtared us in never ſo great a 
Portion of theſe outward things, it could never have 
done that for us which this oift hath done. Wee were 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sinnes, theſe cou'd nor enliven us; 
blinde in our ynderſtandings, theſe could not enlight en 
us ; wounded, theſe could not heale us: Bondflaves to 
Satan, theſe could not reſcue us ; under the curſe of the 
Lawe, the wrath of God and the Sentence of eternall 
condemnation, theſe could not reprieve as , much lefle 
lavc us. 

Chriſt, who is this rich gift of God, either hath __ 
or will doe this for all his Ele; he came to give Life *, 
am come that they might have life, and that they _ 
have it more abundantly. Tt is hee that formed us when 
wee were not, qQuickr.cd us when wee were dead, and 
doth daily renue life and power in the Hearts of his Peo- 

le; well may the Apoltle therefore call him our Life * 
when Chrilt, who is our Life, ſhall appeare, then ſhall yee 

alſo appeare with him in Glory, Hee v/as ſent to mw ” 
inde 
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blinde Eyes," and to give light to thoſe who ſate in darkeneſſe. ,, jc, .. . 
Hee Was Wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, and by his Stripes © NET: 
wee are healed ; * delivered us ont of the hand of our Ene- x Iſcy 51. 5. 
mies, that ſo wee might ſerve him, without feare , in hily. 
melle and righteouſneſſe , all the dayes of our Lives ; Who 
can lay any thing to the charge of Gods Elctt ? It is God thas 
juſtifieth, who 15 hee that conat meth ? It is Chrilt that dj- 
ed, jearather that is riſen againe, Who 1s alſo at the right 
hand of God, making interceſſion for 4, Such a pift as is 
made co us, of that God which gave him, Wiſdome, 
Righteouſneſle, SanRification, Redemption. Wiſdom 
to inſtruR us ; Righteoulneſle to clothe us ; SanRifica- 
tion tocleanſe us; Redemption to enlarge us and make 
us free men. J1f the Sonne make you free, then are ye free 
indeede. ! In him all fulneſſe dels, * and of. his fulneſſe 
have all wee received, and Grace fur Grace, Tn a word, ? Job 8 26. 
ing given us ſuch a gifc as his owne Son Hzs only © le 219: 
having given us luch a gitc a owne Son Hzs on 
begotten Son, the Sun of his boſome in Whom his Soul de- 
lighted, * how ſhall hee not with him alſo freely give us all a Iſa qr. 1, 
things ? Ile habet omnia qui habet habentem omnia, God 
hath appointed him heir of al things ; * and therefore 
if wee have him, wee need not doubt of a Supply of 
any other thing, ſo farr as it makes for Gods Glory, 
and for our good; for as hee is heir, So wee are cohtirs 
or joynt heirs With him *. | <4 
Secondly, A day wherein God ex3lted himfſclfe in —__ 
the atribute of his Wildome in finding out ſuch a way 
to fave Man- kind, who had lolt and undone themſelves 
for ever,away beyond the thought of man, yea above the 
apprehenſion of Angels : who could never have found 
out a meane whereby Gods juſtice might bee fully ſatis- 
fied and yet the (inner be eternally ſaved. * Solus homo, ,, ,, . 
non hoe unquam preſtare valebart ſolu itemg, Dous non Shar ma rgots 
hoc preſtare volebat, Man alone could not, God a- aram in Ciriito 
lone would nor doe much for us, thereſore it was ne- 2a, 
ceflary that a Mediator ſhould bee ſuch a one as did 
partake of both natures; of the manhood,that ſo ſin might 
C2 bee 
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| bee puniſhed in the Same nature that had offended; and 
of the Godhead that ſo the man-hood might bee ſup- 
ported, which otherwiſe muſt of neceſſity have ſunk un- 
er that heavy burden of Gods wrath, and the ſuf- 
| ferings therein mage perfeRly ſatisfaftory. for the ſins 
of the whole World : it was that Perfonall Union of 
theſe two natures in Chriſt which gave worth to his, 
and made thoſe paines which hee endured in his bo- 
dy and Soule within that ſpace of time which hee hung 
upon the Croſle equivalent to the damnation of whole 
ma: -kinde to all crernity, and 1n this reſpect it is, that 
ir is {aid in Scripture (though the Godhead bre im- 
1.47: 2 +8 Paſlible.) Goa hath redeemed his Church With his owne 
£109.28, blood* and*® they bave crucified the Lord of Glory. 
Thirdly, God on this day exalted himſelfe in the at. 
4 tribute of his power, which hee magnified more now, 
! then at the creation. Then hee made man like him- 
If | ſcife; God created man in his owne image, in the imape 
\F!! t Gia. 1:27» of God, created hee him.* But now hee made himſelſe 
| like ſinfull man, ſent his one Sonn in the ſimilitude of 
d(! e New.8. 3. finfull fleſh. * Tllic participes nos fecit bonorum ſuorum, 
hic particeps eſt fattius malorum noſtrorum. There hee 
made us partakers of his good, of his Wiſdome Holi- 
nciſe, and Righteouſneſle; here hee made himſelfe par- 
taker of our evills, Hee who knew no Sin, Was made fin 
for ns, that wee might bee maae the; ighteouſ;reſſe of God 
h 2 Cor. 5. 21. 1# him.” The workes of creation, are called the workes 
i Pſa 8.3. | ofhis Fingers * the work of mans redemption (of which 
Chriſts birth is the firſt part that ever hee aRed in the 
k P/al. 98.1, World) was the work of his Arme. * © ſing unto the Lord 
IR a new Song, for hee hath done marvellous things : his right 
hand, and his holy Arme hath gotten him the wittery. The 
| Lord hath made knows his Salvation : his righteouſaeſe 
L \ hath hee openly ſhevred in the fight ef the Heathen, Hee 
of! hath remembred his Mercy and his truth; the Houſe of| 
Nl Iſrael, and all the ends of the earth, have ſeene the Sal- 
l vation of God. Hee remembred his truth whuch is a fourth 
N | and 
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and the next attribute wherein God on this day exalted 
himſelfe ; hee had promiſed him before both by himſelfe 
and his Servants : by himſelfe hee promiſed Adam, That 
the Seed of the Woman ſhwld breake the Serpents ' head, 1 Gen. 3. 15. 
Hee promiſed Abraham, That in his Seed all the Nations 
of the earth ſhould bee ® bleſſed. Hee promiſed him alſo m Ga. 22. 18, 
by his Servants, by the mouthes of his holy Prophets, 
which have been ſince the World began. by the Prophet 
Iſaiah, who in this reſpe&t may well bee tiled an 
Evangelicall Prophet, becauſe hee ſpeaks as plainly 
of Chriſt as if hee had with his own eyes ſeene him, and 
been converſant with him in his owne perſon (as the 
Evangeliſts were) yea as plainly as that a man would 
thinke his wricingto bee hiſtoricall rather then Propheti- 
call, rather a Hiſtory, relating what Chriſt was, then a 
Prophecy, foretelling what he ſhould bee. Concerning 
his Birth hee faith a Virgin ſhould conceive and bear a Sor, 
and that his name ſhould bee Imangxel, God with us; nos _ 
ting thereby the Union of two natures in one ® Chriſt, ® 7/4. 7: 74. 
Touching his humiliation hee faith * rhat hee hath no ©; 4005 234 
forme, nor comelintſſe, and When we ſhall ſee him, there is ; 
ro beauty that Wee ſhould deſire him, hee is deſpiſed, and 
rejethed of men; a man of Sorrowes, and acquainted with 
griefe, hee was deſpiſed and wee eſtemed him not, hee hath 
borne our griefes, and carried our ſorrowes : yet wee did 
eſteeme him Smitten of God and afflicted, but hee Was 
Wornded for our trangreſſim, &c. And concerning his 
patience under all thoſe affronts and injuries offered un- 
to him , faith, hee was oppreſſed, and aff! Fed, yet hee 0- 
pened not his month: hee is brought asa Lamb to the ſlaugh- 
ter, and as a Sheep be/ore her ſhearers 1s dumb, ſo hee open- 
eth not his month, © concerning his death and buriall thus. 2 %*/. 7. 
Hee was taken from priſon, and from judgement : and 
who ſhall declare his generation ? for hee was cut off out of 
the Land of the Living, and made bis orave With the 
Wicked ®. 

God promiſed him by Ferewiah. Behold the dayes 
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come, (aith the Lord, that T will raiſe unto David a righ- 


trons branch, and a King ſhall reigne and proſper, and hee 
ſhall execute judrement, and juſtice in the earth: tn his 
d.tyes Fudah ſpall bee ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell (afely, 
and this is his name whereby hee ſhall bee called, the Lord 
HY riohte OH Pill , 

Daniel ſpeaks of a Stone c:it ent of a Rock without hands: 
Malachie of 3 Sm of righteouſucſſe that ſhow!d ariſe with 
healing in his | Wirgs. And Moſes, long before any of 
theſe, Prophecied of him, * And beſides theſe,all the Pro- 
phets from S.zmuc/, and thoſe that follow after, as many 
as have ſpoken, have likewiſe forctold of this. * Now it 
was, that God was ſaid to remember this his mercifull 
promiſe, which by himſclfe and by theſe his Servants, hee 
hid made unto his People, ithewing thereby, that hee 
was not more mercitull in promiſung, then true and 
faithfull in performing, although in ſo long a time hee 
might ſeem (to men) to have forgotten it. It was the 
firſt promiſe that God made 1n the old Teſtament, and 
in the very fir!t words of the new wee have the newes of 
its performance ; The booke of the Generation of 7eſus 
Chriſt * cc. 

Laſtly a day wherein God did exalt himſclfe in the 
attribute of his juſtice which was ſo infinitely offended 
by our trangreſſing of his moſt righteous Lawes, and 
wee thereby ſo decp'y incurred his wrathfull difplea- 
ſure, which is a conſuming fire, that it mult needs have 
burned us down to Hell, had not his owne boſome Son 
come downe (3s hee did on this day from Heaven to 
quenchit with a [tream of his owne moſt precious blood. 
In which before mentioned reſpet wee may well fay, 
T his is the day which the Lord had made, and in a ſerious 
conſideration of thoſe ineſtimable benefits which it 
brought with it, reſolve with David in the next words, 
wee will rejoxce ana bee gl:d in it. Which brings mee 
ro the Second part of the Text, 2iz. The uſe, of which 
very briefly, 


Some 
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Some (peradventure) may thinke the proſecution of ,,-. 
this part altogether necdicfle, becaule that this 1s a noted * 
time for joy and rejoycing, fealting and merry mcetings, 
&c. rrue ; it is ſo, But whether this bee that joy and re- 
joycing which this T-xc (ſpeaks of, and ſuch a day as you 
have heard this deſcrived to bee) r: quires ; there is the 
queſtion ; if wee weigh ic in the ballan. e, I feare it will 
prove many graines too light, How many are there that 
ſpend or (rather) miſpend this time in chambring, wan- 
tonneſle, and in mad merriments, doing the Devil! more 
ſervice in the twelve daies, then in all the ewelve Months? 
Whart is their joy but a joy in ſinne, and ſo conſequently 
2 ſinfu!l joy ; and to entitle this a joy for a Saviours 
byrth, comes very little ſhort of that blaſphemy of the 
Phariſies, who maliciouſly affirmed Chriſt to bee a glur- 
tononus man and a Wine bibber, afriend of Publicans and 
Sinners. A friend to Sinners ? Hee was fo indeede, in x Luc 7 24, 
his ſenſe, but not in theirs. Hee came not tocall the Righ- 
tears but Sinners to Repentance '; but what Sinners are y Mak 2.17, 
thoſe whom hee befriends ? Not ſuch as rejoyce and ſport 
themſelves in finne, but ſuch only as doe conceive true 
ſorrow in their hearts for Sinnes, fuch ſorrow makes joy 
and melody in Heaven ; oy ſhall be in Heaven (faith our 
Saviour) over one Sinner that repenteth, more then over 
nminty and nine juſt perſons which neede no repentance /, On 7. L«c.15.7, 
the contrary, that is a Joy that makes myrth and mnſick 
in hell, a Joy of fooles ; Solomon tells you thoſe are no 
better chat make a mock or may-game of Sinne *, A Foy a Prov. 14.9. 
that muſt bee ſorroWved for in time, otherWiſe Woe be to theſe 
who thus Rejoyce now, for they ſhall weepe *. (6. e.) 9 £46.65, 
hereafter, when it will bee too late, when tor a ſhort day 
of ſuch Joy, they ſhall have an eternall night of Lamen- 
tation and Woe, aud Weeping and Wayling and gnaſhing of 
Teeth : A Joy of a Sinner dead in Treipaſlcs and Siunes, 
nor of a Saint for a Saviour, who came to raiſe him from 
che death of Sinne to the life of Righteouſneſle, 
It is a time of feaſting. I blame not thoſe that uſe i, 
D 0 
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{0 ir bee for the better and not for the worſe, The Primi- 

tive Chriſtians had their Love feaſts, ſo called, becauſe 

they were not only expreſſions, but alſo preſervatwes of 

Chriſtian Love and amity ; if yee have this end in your 

feaſting , your praftice ſuites well with ore end of 

Chriſts comming : who as hee was Gods good will to. 

wards man, ſo God ſent him to create good will in 

the hearts of men, one towards another. It is an ex- 

preſſion of joy: Go your way, eate the fat, and drinke the 

ſweet, and bee not ſorry, for the joy of the Lora # your 

i Yebim 8. 16 rength ©. Thus the father of the prodigall expreſſed 
his joy for his lolt Sonnes returne ; bring hither the fat- 

ted (alf, and kill it, and let us eat, ana bee merry, for 

ths my Son Was dead, and is alive againe ; hee was loſt 

d LC.15.23+ and 85 foremd*, This is a joyfull day ; therefore fealting 
is ſeaſonable enough ; a day that brought a Saviour ins 
to the world, who came on purpoſe to ſeeke and rs /ave 
* Mat is it. that which was loft *. Wee ſhall read in the Goſpell, 
that when hee had called Ze, as hee was fitting at the 

receipt of cultome, imediatcly hee left all, roſe wp, and 

followed him ; and made lim a great ſe:ſt, expreſſing 

4c 5.27,28, thereby a great deale of joy in his Saviour'. Bur alas ! 
—_ How few are there, even among thoſe who. profeſle a 
like joy in Chriſt, that will bee at the coſt ro make a 

feaſt for Chrilt > I meane, not Chriſt perſonall ; for ſo 

hee is in Heaven, but Chriſt mylticall, or ChrilFin his 

Members, fo hee is ſtill abiding on earth ; yee have the 

& Har, 26. 1s poor alwayes With you, but mee ye have not * alwayes. 
Molt thinke that meales Meat loit, that is given to ſuch : 

ſurely, had men but half that joy in Chriſt which they 

pretend to, they would never grudge to feed him in his 

poore Members, who came to feaſt them with his rich 

Merits z yee cannot beſtow it on a more thankefull guelt, 

who, when you have forgotten it, will remember it, 

and acknowledge to .your everlalting comfort : 7 was 

hangry, and yee gave mee Ment ; Thirſty, and gave mee 

I Mat.25 25, arinke : For in as mnch as yee aan torhe leaſt of theſe, 
: 2 « } * . 

4, yeedidit wnto” mee, This 


[ 


CR EEC 


The (hriſtians Benefit. 
This is feaſting according to Gods minde. Fat the fat, 
and drinke the [Weet, and (end part unto them, for whors 


none Was prepared ', This is anſwerable to our Saviours | 


rule, when thou makeſt a Dinner or a Supper, call not 
thy Frinds, nor thy Bretheren, neither thy Kinſmen mr 
thy rich Neighbours, 4. e. call not theſe only, 6xt Whe: 
thou makeſt a feaſt call the prove, and the manmed, the 


lame, and the blinde © ; the tit may recompence youu DY el 


feaſting you again, theſe cannot doe 1! in Kkinde, the) 
may in their pPraycrs. T hou ſhalt ee bl: ſ d, 07" they C 47”. 
not recompence bhee ; fur thou ſhalt bee retympencia at 
the reſurrefion of the juſt, when yee (hz!] nave teait for 
your feaſt, new Wine, pure Manna and all manner 67 
Spiritu1il dainties ; and with the continuall cheare, 42 
fiveet and anſwerable welcome ; care, o friznds, drink, 
and make you merry © wellbcloyed ; that was Chiifs 
rule. and if yee follow it this (hall bee your reward, 

How many are there, who, at ſuch times, when God 
vouchſafes them the liberall uſe of his cre:tures, prelume 
upon their abuſe, abuſe them to riote and cxcelle, to 
ſurfeiting and drunkeneſle ? Is this according to Saiat 
Pauls rale > Whether yee eat or drinke, doe it to the glory 
of God', Or is not this rather to diſhonour God ? to 
fight againſt God with his owne vouchſafed mercies, to 
forggt God, yee to drinke God and Chriitand all good. 
neſle out of their mindes ? this 1s no joy of a Chriltian 
in his Jeſus, but rather of a heathen in his drunken Govd 
Bacchas. 

It is another manner of joy which this day requires ; 
2 joy that all are not capable of ; a joy that ariſerh from 
an apprehenſion of Gods love to us, in ſending his Sor: 
into the world,and of our benefit thereby, 

So then , none can truely rcjoyce in Chrilts birth, but 
only thoſe who.have benefit by his birth, which all have 
not ;-yea, there are many that ſhall wiſh one day. that 
they never had heard any newes of a Saviour, who, had 


not they preſumed upon his payment of their ſcore, would 
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have been more ſparing in their Sinns, conſidering that 
they mult all bee put upon their owne accout, and vi- 
ſired upon their owne backs, /ove and joy goe hand in 
hand together ": ſo that none can truely rejoyce in 
Chriſt, but choſe who trucly love Chriſt ; the ground of 
enr love to him being the aflurance of Lis love ro ws*. Wee 
muſt tirſt know aisurecly, that ke loved us, and gave 
himſelfe for us, before wee can bce really atte&ted with 
him, ſo as rightly to rejoycein him. My Soul doth mag- 
wifi the Lord, and my Spirit hath rejoyced in God my $a- 
ieur *. There was the ground of her joy, viz. her par- 
ticular interilt in him ; hee was her Saviour, So Chriſt 
hee is called the conſolation of Iſrael” : and the Apoltle 
makes this a note, yea, a Speciall note of a true Iſraclite, 
2 note that 1s peculiar to h m, and belongs to none 
elſe. Hee rejoyceth in Chriſt Jeſus. A joy that is Ci- 
ſtinguiſhed from all pretended joy in this, that it 
hath irs fi-ſt riſe in the heart. A hippocrites joy is only 
4n outhide joy, *cis in the face, which many times when 
the heart lobbs, counterfeits a ſmile. Secondly, The 
heart being full will have vent : this joy will not bee 
ſmothered there, but will appeare and thew it (elie ; 1f 
the heart bileeve mnto righteowſneſſe ; the tongue Will 
m the conf [Jion to ſalvation *, So if the heart conceive 
joy, the tongue will bring it forth to light, yea, which 
15 more, it (hill appear clcerely in the life and conver- 
{1rion- ; the carnall man may talke much, but will doe 
nuthing ; hee will /ingua benedicere vita maltdicere, 
honour Chriſt with his lips, bnt his life hath no reliſh 
of him ; 1 can eaſily guefſe of my welcome, by my en- 
tertainment : if I may bee admitted no farther then the 
door, the man of the houſe may ſay hee is glad to ſee 
mee ; but 1 kno w that this is only a complement : Beho/d, 
faith Chriſt, / and at the door and knock”, Hee knocks 
dayly by th: motions of his Spirit ; what welcome doth 
that man or woman give to him that barrs the door a« 
gainſt him, when as in the mean time, every baſe lult = 
cc 
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bee admitted into the beſt Raom hee hath ? Hee knocks 
with the hammer of his word in the miniſtrie thereof, 
ſtands at the gate many times in a poor Lazar, defir- 
ing to bee refreſhed with che crumms that fall from 
Divs his tabie, 1f wee turne a deafeare to the one, and 
(hurt up the bowels of compaſſion againit the other ; 
how dwells the love of Chriſt in us ? 

The Apoltle ſpeakcs it to the great commendations of 
the Galatians, that they received him as an Angle of God, 
yea,even as feſus Chriſt "They took great delight in him ; 
as being an Embaſladour in Chriſts ſtead, who eſteem 
of thoſe favours that are done to ſuch, as done to him- 
ſcife : even as hee ſaith on the contrary ; hee that de- 
[piſeth you deſpiſeth mee *. And as for ſuch mercyleſle 
miſers, that can afford no reliefe to hira in his poore 
members ; they alſo (hall one day heare that heart- break- 
ing diſcedite pronounced againſt them ; depart yee cur- 
ſed, into everlaſting fire : 1 was hungery, and yee gave 
mee no meat ; thirſty, and yee gave mee nodrinke : lor in 
as much as yee did it not to the leaſt of theſe, yee did it not 
unto mer. 

Where this joy is, there will be a forwardneſle to 
a& for Chriſt ; a willingneſle to ſuffer for Chrilt, even the 
lofle of that which is molt neer and deer unto us. 

This is that which is called rea/ joy ; and where this is 
wanting (let men pretend what they will) there is no 
true joy in the heart, nothing but hippocriticall joy in 
the tongue, 

O ! yee redeemed ones of the Lord, conſider what 
the Lord hath done for you ; meditate (ſeriouſly on thoſe 
benefits held forth unto you in his b.rth, that fo- your 
Spirits may thereby bee wrough: ro this holy temper ; 
bee thankfull unto him, and ipcake good of his name ; 
eſpecially ſee to it that ye": exprefle the life of this joy, 
ic: joy of your life. Let Chrilt bec ever welcome unto 
you in the motions of his Spirit, in the miniſtry of his 
word. Let the feer of thoſe bee ever beamtifull in your 
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ezes, who publiſh ſuch glad * tidings ; entertaine him in 
all his offices ; not only for your Prielt, Sacrificing him- 
ſelfe for you ; but alſo as your Prophet to witruRt you, 
as "our King to rule and govern you : thinke nothing 
too much to doe for him ; nothing too much to ſuffer 
for him. Gru.ige not to part with your deerelt laſts, 
your neerelt relations, the Fathers of your bodies, the 
Wives of yuur boſomes, the fruit of your loynes, and 
that wich is more precious then all theſe, your lives, for 
him who thought nothing too hot nor too heavy for 
you ; who abaſed himſclfe that you might bee exalted ; 
became the Son of man, to make you the Sons of God : 
came out from his Fathers boſome , to lay downe his 
head, as it were, that ſo hce might free yours, condemned 
to the block. I ſhall crave leave to ſpeake a word or 
two, to prevent uncharitable conſtruRion, and then I 
ſhall have done. Let not any thinke by my choiſe of 
this Text and applying it to this day, that I have any 
thought of confining your joy to a day ; God forbid, 
for as Chrilt is ” yeſterday and to day, and the ſame for 
evey, fo hath a Chriſtian cauſe to rejoyce in him ever- 
more : but becauſe the Church formerly ſer a part this 
day in particular, thereon to celebrate the memory of 
his birth ; and ir is looke on ſtill, by many, under the no- 
tion of his birth day ; I have done my endeavour there- 
fore, that it may bee kept an acceptable day unto the 
Lord, It were a thing very much unbeſeeming Chriſtians 
to bee lik. Parrats, which prattle of this and that, with- 
out underſtand : fo for theſe ro talke of Chrilts birch. 
day, and bee no whit afteRted with it. Zacharie, who, 
before was dumb, had his tongue art liberty to ſing a 
Hymn of praiſe at the newes of a Saviout:and deſervedly 
may that mans tongue cleave to the roof of his mouth 
who hath not a b:»«diftus to ſacrifice to God for ſo great 
a benefit.” Bleſſed bee the Lord God of 1(racl;for he hath vi- 
ſized and redce med bis people, and hath raiſed up a mighty 
ſatvation for us gn the my + - yo" David, &c, 
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